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On 11 July 2000 Israeli prime minister Ehud Barak and Palestinian Authority chairman Yasser
Arafat met at Camp David under the chairmanship of the United States president, Bill Clinton.
Their purpose: to reach an agreement on all outstanding issues between Israel and the
Palestinians – a so-called final status settlement. The summit ended on 25 July. If the
negotiations had proved successful, we might have marked Wednesday 25 July 2012, as the
twelfth anniversary of the founding of an independent, sovereign Palestine. What sort of
Palestine would it have been? (...)
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