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On the morning of Monday, 13 September, the Council will hear an update by United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay, to be followed by a general debate. Under
this item, which covers the reports of the Office of the High Commissioner and the
Secretary-General, the Council will have before it a number of reports, including the High
Commissioner’s report on the elimination of discrimination against women; the consolidated
report of the Secretary-General and the High Commissioner on the right to development; the
report of the High Commissioner on regional arrangements for the promotion and protection of
human rights; the report of the High Commissioner on the protection of journalists in situations
of armed conflict; and the report of the Secretary-General on the question of the death penalty.
Concerning the promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social
and cultural rights, the Council will review reports by and hold interactive dialogues with Special
Procedure mandate holders on issues concerning human rights obligations related to access to
safe drinking water and sanitation; contemporary forms of slavery, including its causes and
consequences; the adverse effects of the movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous
products and wastes on the enjoyment of human rights; the use of mercenaries as a means of
violating human rights and impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination;
and human rights and international solidarity.
The Council will also hold an interactive dialogue with the Independent Expert on extreme
poverty on Wednesday, 15 September and the following day the Council will hear the report of
the Working Group on the right to development. On Friday, 17 September there will be an
interactive dialogue with the Independent Expert on the Sudan on the human rights situation in
that country.
On 20 September, the Council will focus its attention on issues related to indigenous peoples. It
will hold an interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people and will consider the report of the Expert
mechanism on indigenous peoples.
The Council will be holding two panel discussions at this session: a half-day discussion on
women’s equality before the law and its annual discussion on women’s rights, which will focus
on the integration of gender perspective into the work of the Human Rights 
Council.
On Monday, 27 September, the Council will have before it the report of the independent
international fact-finding mission which was tasked with investigating violations of international
law, including international humanitarian and human rights law, resulting from the Israeli attacks
on the flotilla of ships carrying humanitarian assistance to Gaza on 31 May. Similarly, the
Committee of independent experts to monitor investigations concerning the Gaza Conflict will
present its report.
On racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related forms of intolerance, the Council will
have before it the report of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, on all manifestations of defamation of
religions, in particular the ongoing serious implications of Islamophobia for the enjoyment of all
rights by their followers. The Special Rapporteur will also present a report on the
implementation of General Assembly resolutions dealing with certain practices that contribute to
fuelling contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance.
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The Council will also engage in a dialogue with the Working Group of Experts on People of
African Descent, which will present its report to the Council on its mission to the United States.
As for technical assistance and capacity-building, the Independent Expert on the situation of
human rights in Burundi will address the Council and present a report of his predecessor’s
activities since September 2008 and following his own visit to the country. The Council will also
hold an interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in
Cambodia on the implementation of his mandate in that country.
On Tuesday, 28 September, the Council will hear a presentation by and hold an interactive
dialogue with the Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in Somalia and on the
status and implementation of technical cooperation in the country. This interactive dialogue will
be followed, on Wednesday, 29 September, by a stand-alone interactive dialogue on effective
measures to improve the human rights situation in Somalia and to enhance the effectiveness of
the United Nations support in the promotion and protection of human rights.
Also at this session, the Council will consider the final outcomes of Universal Periodic Reviews
undertaken on the human rights situations in Armenia, Belarus, Grenada, Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Kenya, Kiribati, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic
Republic, Lesotho, Spain, Sweden and Turkey. Following its consideration of the reports, the
Council is expected to officially adopt those documents, which include observations and
recommendations to concretely improve the human rights situations in those countries.
At the end of its session, the Council will decide on two Special Procedures’ appointments: the
Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment
and the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of internally displaced persons.

For more detailed information:
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/15session/

  

The final documents:

  

http://www.un-ngls.org/spip.php?article3057
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