
High levels of toxic compounds on coasts of West Africa  
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An international study, led by Rosalinda Gioia at Lancaster University (United Kingdom) and
published in the journal 'Environmental Science & Technology', has shown that high
concentrations of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) - between 10 and 360 picograms/m3 - are
found in some countries in West Africa, such as the Gambia and Ivory Coast, and all along this
coast. "We were not expecting to find such high levels of (PCBs), highly toxic compounds that
are considered as priority compounds by European legislation, in a region such as the western
coast of Africa", Ailette Prieto, a researcher at the University of the Basque Country and
co-author of a study published in the journal Environmental Science & Technology. (...)

The article:
http://150.146.205.45/reader/ArchivioTematico_tema.html?MIval=cw_usr_view_articolo.html&a
mp;id_articolo=1874&amp;id_rub=49&amp;giornale=1861

Basic information:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polychlorinated_biphenyl
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