Monsanto - The parable of the sower
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Few companies excite such extreme emotions as Monsanto. To its critics, the agricultural giant
is a corporate hybrid of Victor Frankenstein and Ebenezer Scrooge, using science to create
foods that threaten the health of both people and the planet, and intellectual-property laws to
squeeze every last penny out of the world’s poor. The list of Monsanto’s sins dates back to
when (with other firms) it produced Agent Orange, a herbicide notorious for its use by American
forces in Vietnam. Recently “Food Inc”, a documentary film, lambasted the company. To its
admirers, the innovations in seeds pioneered by Monsanto are the world’s best hope of tackling
a looming global food crisis. Hugh Grant, the firm’s boss since 2003, says that without the sort
of technological breakthroughs Monsanto has achieved the world has no chance of doubling
agricultural output by 2050 while using less land and water, as many believe it must. Mr Grant,
of course, would say that. But he is not alone. Bill Gates sees Monsanto’s innovations as
essential to the agricultural revolution in Africa to which his charitable foundation is committed.
Josette Sheeran, the head of the United Nations World Food Programme, is also a fan. (...)

The article:
http://www.economist.com/opinion/displaystory.cfm?story id=14904184

“Food Inc” The film:
http://www.foodincmovie.com/
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